The Mad Pride :
Who we are! and What it is!
A unique parade, a premiere in Brussels, organized by UilenSpiegel, inspired by Mad Pride’s of Mind Freedom http://www.mindfreedom.org/campaign/madpride. 

The Mad Pride 
is a movement by and for people mentally different and more vulnerable; who  struggle for more input and decision.
The Mad Pride 
is accessible for people and groups which deal with mental healthcare, individuals with psychiatric 
issues, individuals with existential concerns, people with particular psychic experiences and all who  
share the cause and concerns of former collection of individuals.
The Mad Pride 
has a pronounced diversified character and is not prohibited to a cultural, religious or political democratic point of view. 

The Mad Pride 
fights discrimination, prejudice, and harmful consequences  for people experiencing a spiritual & mental imbalance.
The Mad Pride
promotes economical, political, social and cultural integration of users and survivors of mental healthcare system into the larger community.

The Mad Pride 
celebrates creativity,  power and resilience of the human mind.
The Mad Pride 
offers a forum to users and survivors of mental healthcare and triggers the public opinion to a wider interest.

The Mad Pride 
has concerns to fight the stigmatisations of individuals whom live like outcasts and are different than the social norm.

The Mad Pride 
encourages self-consciousness, awareness and moral support of these afore-mentioned individuals.
25 claims by UilenSpiegel
Related to the Act “rights of patients”  :

1.
Increase of norms of inhouse workers in all psychiatric accommodations for optimal care as well as for achieving the right of ensured quality service (art 5, Act “rights of the patients”).

2. 
Healthcare practitioners are required to guarantee a continuity in service. No caregiver should be allowed to deny, reject or stop the healthcare without providing a viable alternative (Art 5, act “rights of the patients”).
3. 
A juridical statement enforced by law which mandates compulsory treatment in conformation with Act “rights of the patients”.

4. 
An expansion of professionals and fieldworkers who conform to the Act “rights of patients”.

5. 
Eradication of the therapeutic exception in the Act “rights of patients”.

6. 
Independency of ombudsmen guaranteed by the introduction of “irregularities and inconsistencies” between ombudsmen and other activities, functions  within mental healthcare.

7.
The Federal Mediation Service for rights of the patients ought to be more accessible to patients and to be sufficiently supported by  workers on the field.

8. 
A legal deposition stated by and enforced by law of any complaints about local mediation services has to be.

Regarding affordability of healthcare :

9.
A guarantee on an affordable healthcare, as stated in art. 23 of the Belgian Constitution and in art. 13 of the European Social Charter. Such as the refunding and reimbursement of psychological intervention, e.g. psychotherapy.
10.
An increase of availability of (psychiatric healthcare) protected homes and their affordability has to be guaranteed with their prices based on income.

11. 
Expansion of an affordable home-delivered healthcare and an affordable ambulant healthcare.

12. 
More (financial) suitable prescription medication coverage,  especially for people with a lower income.

13. 
A more precautionary monitoring to counteract excessive consumption, of medical prescription, of usage of  medication & of psychotherapy  in mental healthcare.
Regarding healthcare quality :

14. The official recognition and protection of the practices of the clinical psychologist, of the orthopedist, of the sexologist (“specialized health caregivers”) with reimbursement towards these practitioner's exercises.

15. More juridical protection of patients against fake practitioners.

16. Readjustment of preventive and repressive modes for victims of abuse imposed by healthcare practitioners (amongst which provided by legislation of  “misconduct with abuse of power”).

Regarding prevention and (re)integration of patients :
17.
Government must invest in an open information campaign which is more clear and pertinent to mental healthcare policy.

18.
Expansion and better finance for ambulant centres for mental healthcare.

19. 
Patients, institutionalized or not, have the right to a cautioned, accredited budget for extra expenses related to their reintegration.

20. 
Measurements have to be taken to provide the patient a progressive re-insertion towards fulfilling professional occupation in and this in a gratifying way and environments. Protected working environments are to be less dependent upon economical interests .

21. 
Creation of a recognized “ MeHe expert qualification” granted to users and survivors of Mental Healthcare judged necessary to boost social (re)integration and rehabilitation.

Regarding civil participation of citizens, more especially the psychiatric patient :

22. 
An active support of the patient mobilisation in general and a monetary fund more especially for uniting further patients within the mental healthcare activity (mental health patients’ organisations).

23. 
All institutions for mental healthcare and provincial mental healthcare consultee platforms must be enforced, mandatory by law to give patients a structural insight and participation..

24. 
All Acts relating to patients’ rights and welfare have to be passed and signed with the compulsory mention as following  : The Minister(s) of Public Health and/or Welfare must take advise from third party “mental health patient organisations” in the process of a new Act (federal, regional and its …).
25. 
Education of health practitioners needs to include focus on the importance of participation of the patients.
The Mad Pride : When ?

Time : Saturday, the 6th of October 2007. The Mad Pride starts at Brussels North (Railway Station) at the Belgacom building at 2 pm. The march through the centre of Brussels ends at la Place de la Monnaie. Over there an open air event includes the handover of the Flame “equal opportunities for all” to de Schakel vzw. Closure at 7 pm.

The RUN-UP of The Mad Pride includes INFORMATION CAMPAGNES in the various Belgian provinces organized by UilenSpiegel until mid-September.
All supporters and enthusiasts : do contact us for precise dates and locations.

For further information : UilenSpiegel - secretary’s office in Molenbeek, 47 Rue Jardinier, 1080 Brussels
Phone / fax +32 02 - 410.19.99

Mail : uilenspiegel@uilenspiegel.net .

The Mad Pride is an event of UilenSpiegel vzw in co-celebration of its 10 year existence  :

An initiative of : UilenSpiegel vzw, Patiëntenvertegenwoordiging Geestelijke gezondheidszorg. 

In courtesy of : Brandpunt vzw, ENUSP (European Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry) - Luss asbl - National Intermutualistisch College - Pasifou asbl - Psytoyens asbl - De Schakel (Brussels) vzw - Vlaamse Vereniging Geestelijke Gezondheid vzw - Vlaams Patiëntenplatform vzw  - Fortis Foundation and the whole crew  of volunteers for their support.

