PAIMI History Events
2015 – Leonard Frank dies.
2011 – Ricky Wyatt (Wyatt v Stickney) dies. Alabama chooses a memorial day of remembrance.
In Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy v. Stewart, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Virginia cannot invoke its sovereign immunity to prevent the Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy (an independent state agency and member of the National Disability Rights Network) from suing state officials for a court order. In other words, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled Ex Parte Young allows a federal court to hear a lawsuit for prospective relief against state officials brought by another agency of the same state.
2010 – Judi Chamberlin dies January 16 from pulmonary disease. Author of On Our Own, speaker, representative and leader in the movement for the rights of people with disabilities and people with mental health issues.
2008 – The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Amendments Act of 2008 became law, and it broadened the scope of who is considered disabled under the law, and when considering whether a person is disabled, the law required that people ignore the beneficial effects of any mitigating measures (except ordinary eyeglasses and contact lenses) the person uses; furthermore, when considering whether a person is substantially limited in a major life activity, which would make them disabled under the law, the law required the consideration of bodily functions as well as other major life activities, and having one major life activity substantially limited is enough; when considering whether a person whose condition is episodic or in remission is substantially limited in a major life activity, the law required the consideration of the person's limitations as they are when the condition is in an active state; furthermore, determining someone is disabled under the law does not require individuals to meet the substantially-limited-in-a-major-life-activity standard, but does not include impairments that are transitory and minor.
2007 – SAMHSA renews grants to create alternatives to Seclusion and Restraint.   
The TV newsmagazine 60 Minutes exposed the torture and killing of a man with mental and emotional problems inside a Michigan prison through hour upon hour of agonizing restraint.   
Disability rights advocates marked December 3, 2007 - International Disabled Persons Day - by launching RatifyNow, a global campaign based in the U.S. to maximize the number of nations that ratify the new Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.    
Simone D., a psychiatric patient in the Creedmoor Psychiatric Center in New York, won a court ruling which set aside a two-year-old court order to give her electroshock treatment against her will.
2006 – An article reveals that the American Psychiatric Association is launching a curriculum in USA schools to promote their perspective on the mental health system, which tends to promote psychiatric drugging. Funders of the APA's campaign are mainly drug companies giving more than $400,000 in total.   
National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors (NASMHPD) issues a report that people who receive public mental health services are dying at an average age of 52 (and its falling) while the general public lives to an average age of 78 (and its rising). This represents a gap of over 25 years while that gap was only 15 years in 1990.
2005 – Peggy S. Salters, from South Carolina, became the first survivor of electroshock treatment to win a jury verdict and a large money judgment ($635,177) in compensation for extensive permanent amnesia and cognitive disability caused by the procedure. 
2003 – In Starson v. Swayze, 2003 SCC 32, [2003] 1 S.C.R. 722, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that Mr. Starson had the right to refuse psychiatric medication because the Consent and Capacity board did not have enough evidence to support its finding that Mr. Starson was incapable of deciding on treatment.
Atypical antipsychotics linked to an increased risk of obesity, hyperglycemia, diabetes, and pancreatitis.
The U.S. Supreme Court decision Sell v. United States imposed stringent limits on the right of a lower court to order the forcible administration of antipsychotic medication to a criminal defendant who had been determined to be incompetent to stand trial for the sole purpose of making them competent and able to be tried.
Pearl Johnson, African-American activist passed away July 29, 2003. 
2002 – Governor John Kitzhaber of Oregon issues a formal apology for the forced sterilization of institutionalized patients.
Study shows antidepressant pills don’t work much better than placebos. More than half of the patients on antidepressants improved no more than those on placebos, Kirsch says. “They should have told the American public about this. The drugs have been touted as much more effective than what they are.”  (USA Today, July 8, 2002).   
2001 – The Commonwealth of Virginia House of Delegates approved a resolution expressing regret for its eugenics practices between 1924 and 1979. Virginia's eugenics legislation resulted in the involuntary sterilization of more than 8,000 people with disabilities between 1924 and 1979.
Film A Beautiful Mind loosely based on the life of John Forbes Nash: "The story begins in the early years (1947) of a young prodigy named John Nash who attends Princeton University. Early in the film, Nash begins developing paranoid schizophrenia and endures delusional episodes where he believes he works for the Government/War. It shows his life struggle through it and how he relapses.” Nash won a Nobel Prize and serves as Senior Research Mathematician at Princeton. Praised by NAMI and BigPharma, the film inaccurately shows Nash recovering with the aid of medication which he never took. Nash says, ″I spent times of the order of five to eight months in hospitals in New Jersey, always on an involuntary basis and always attempting a legal argument for release. And it did happen that when I had been long enough hospitalized that I would finally renounce my delusional hypotheses and revert to thinking of myself as a human of more conventional circumstances and return to mathematical research. In these interludes of, as it were, enforced rationality,
In 1925, Junius Wilson, a seventeen-year-old, deaf and mute black man was accused of rape, castrated and remanded for incarceration at the psychiatric facility in Goldsboro (North Carolina) by a “lunacy jury.” The rape charges were eventually dropped in the 1970s and at some point authorities realized that Mr. Wilson was neither mentally ill nor retarded—simply hearing impaired. In 1994, at the age of 86, Mr. Wilson was moved to a cottage on the grounds of the facility (now known as the Cherry Hospital). The move to the cottage was the state’s effort to make up for Mr. Wilson’s 72-year incarceration. He died there in March of 2001.
2000 – The No Free Lunch Organization was founded by Dr. Bob Goodman, an internist from New York. No Free Lunch is a US-based advocacy organization that holds that marketing methods employed by drug companies influence the way doctors and other healthcare providers prescribe medications. The group does outreach to convince physicians to refuse to accept gifts, money, or hospitality from pharmaceutical companies because it claims that these gifts create a conflict of interest for providers. The group also advocates for less involvement of drug companies in medical education and practice in a variety of other ways.
The National Council on Disability (NCD) publishes, “From Privileges to Rights: People Labeled with Psychiatric Disabilities Speak for Themselves.” http://www.ncd.gov/publications/2000/Jan202000 Prompted by feedback gathered at a NARPA Conference on the difficulties faced by people with psychiatric disabilities.
In October 2000, President Clinton signed the Children’s Health Act (P. L. 106-310) into law. The law establishes national standards that restrict the use of seclusion and restraint in all psychiatric facilities that receive federal funds and in “non-medical community-based facilities for children and youth.” The act also mandated that a report be submitted to Congress on co-occurring disorders
1999 – The Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA), currently called the Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) publishes an Interim Final Rule on the uses of Seclusion and Restraint in an effort to protect patient's rights - and lives.  The rule states that a doctor or licensed practitioner must, within one hour, do a face-to-face assessment of the person in restraint or seclusion.   
Olmstead concerned a pair of women, Lois Curtis and Elaine Wilson, with mental illnesses institutionalized at a state psychiatric hospital. These women asked State officials to allow them to move into their own homes in the community. State medical employees agreed that both women could be treated in a community-based program. However, the state refused to grant their requests for placement in such a program. The two women filed suit, asserting a protected interest in receiving state-provided treatment services in an integrated setting rather than an institutional one. Finding in their favor, the Supreme Court held that unnecessary segregation of individuals with disabilities constitutes discrimination under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities. After the State refused, Atlanta Legal Aid attorney Susan Jamieson filed a lawsuit on their behalf. After appeals, the U.S. Supreme Court heard the case and issued the Olmstead L.C. decision in July 1999. In Olmstead, the Court ruled that Title II Americans with Disabilities Act prohibits the unnecessary institutionalization of persons with disabilities. In the words of the Supreme Court, services to persons with disabilities must be provided "in the most integrated setting possible." The Court ruled that there should be community options for Curtis and Wilson. Supreme Court rules in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581, that under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), undue institutionalization qualifies as discrimination by reason of disability including people with a mental disability.  People have a right to services in the community outside of institutions. The Supreme Court issues its opinion on Olmstead v. L.C which held that it is a violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act to keep individuals in restrictive inpatient settings when more appropriate community services are available. Unnecessary Institutionalization is Discriminatory. In Olmstead v. L.C. the U.S. Supreme Court rules that unnecessary institutionalization of people with disabilities constitutes discrimination and violates the ADA, that individuals have a right to receive benefits in the "most integrated setting appropriate to their needs," and that failure to find community-based placements for qualifying people with disabilities is illegal discrimination.
Women, Co-Occurring Disorders, and Violence Study. In 1998, SAMHSA launched a 5-year study to explore the interrelation between violence, trauma, and co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders among women. Known as the Women, Co-occurring Disorders, and Violence Study (WCDVS), the study was co-sponsored by all three SAMHSA Centers (the Center for Mental Health Services, the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, and the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment). WCDVS provided recommendations for "trauma-integrated services counseling" for these women. WCDVS also sparked the development of guiding principles for positive change, including the principle that providers should be mindful of the ways in which their own practices and policies might put women in danger, physically and emotionally, or bring about re-traumatization.
Memphis Police Department joined in partnership with the Memphis Chapter of the Alliance on Mental Illness (AMI), mental health providers, and two local universities (the University of Memphis and the University of Tennessee) in organizing, training, and implementing a specialized unit. This unique and creative alliance was established for the purpose of developing a more intelligent, understandable, and safe approach to mental crisis events. This community effort was the genesis of the Memphis Police Department’s Crisis Intervention Team (CIT).  Note that none of those who would be most impacted by CIT were involved in the planning, development and evolution of CIT.
1997 – 81-year-old Lucille Austwick, “the Rosa Parks of electroshock” and patient in an Illinois nursing home, refuses electroshock after a psychiatrist pressures her to consent. The state’s Office of Advocacy and Guardianship and Support Coalition International support her case. An Illinois appellate court judge rules in favor of Austwick’s right to refuse, a precedent-setting judgment. 
Civil Rights Of Institutionalized Persons Act (CRIPA): Authorizes the U.S. Attorney General to investigate conditions of confinement at state and local government institutions such as prisons, jails, pretrial detention centers, juvenile correctional facilities, publicly operated nursing homes, and institutions for people with psychiatric or developmental disabilities.
Broward County, Florida establishes the nation’s first mental health court with a mission to “better address the unique and complex needs of the mentally disabled misdemeanant defendant arrested for nonviolent offenses.”
1996 – Mental Health Parity Act of 1996 - U.S. President William Clinton signed the Mental Health Parity Act; in 2008 President George W. Bush signed an amended version. Included a provision that prohibits insurance companies from having lower lifetime caps for treatment of mental illness compared with treatment of other medical conditions.
1992 – Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) established by Congress under the ADAMHA (Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration) Reorganization Act, Public Law 102-321 on October 1, 1992. ADAMHA was abolished and the research components of NIAAA, NIDA, NIMH rejoined NIH. The services components of the institutes became part of a new PHS agency, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). The Act established two separate Block Grants, one for substance abuse prevention and treatment and one for community mental health services. The Act included several components of the State Systems Development Programs (SSDP) such as state needs assessments, technical reviews, and block grant applications. ADAMHA, renamed the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, includes the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, and the Center for Mental Health Services. 
1990 – American With Disabilities Act (ADA) – The Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. 1210) is signed into law July 26 and becomes effective in 1992.
